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Washington, DC -- At Friday's gathering of New England regional                representatives from ten Federal agencies, U.S. Representative John                W. Olver (D-First District) announced that the United States Department                of Agriculture (USDA) Office of Rural Development has awarded a                $8,750 grant for repairs at Gardner Airport.              

"I am pleased that this grant will provide the airport with the                resources to make necessary repairs and to fulfill important safety                requirements. It is notable that Federal agencies are recognizing                the significance of these small airports, which in this case benefits                a town of over 20,000 people. It is important to continue to assist                public facilities that play a vital role in serving the community,"                Rep. Olver said.              

The grant will commission the City of Gardner to make repairs to                the existing airport to fulfill safety requirements, facilitate                air navigation, and to comply with FAA design criteria. Specific                elements of the project will include construction of runway safety                areas on both ends of Runway 18-36, construction of a new paved                aircraft parking apron where the turf apron now exists, and installation                of drain piping and drainage structures to facilitate drainage away                from existing buildings.              

The project will not increase the size of aircraft using the airport                or the number of aviation operations.             
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